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REMODELING REMARKS

Spring To It!

It’s time for spring cleaning and that doesn’t just apply to cleaning out closets, scrubbing baseboards and
getting rid of old and unused items. It is also a time to spruce up the outside of your home and take care of
a few things that need yearly touchups. Taking the time to do some basic home maintenance each spring can
save homeowners a ton of money and time in the long run. Following are some tips to help you get a head-
start this spring.

*  Smoke Alarms — First and foremost check your smoke alarm and
batteries. Make sure that the alarm is in good working order and
change out the batteries to ensure that there isn’t a risk that they will
run down and not work in an emergency.

e Carbon Monoxide Detectors — As with the smoke alarms, make
sure that everything is working correctly and change out the batteries
each spring.

e Gutters — Clean out gutters and downspouts to remove any debris
that may be blocking them.

e Air Conditioner — Clean out around the air conditioner compressor
to remove any debris that could get stuck or damage the compressor.

»  Decks — Clean out beneath decks and porches, check waterproofing and treat mildew and fungus. Apply
a fresh coat of waterproof stain if needed.

e Trees and Shrubs — Trim back any trees or shrubs that are touching the house.

¢ Roof — Check gutters, downspouts and the roof for any small leaks. Repair these before they become an
expensive problem.

e Screens - Inspect and repair any torn or damaged screens.

*  Weatherstripping — With spring comes the rain. Inspect all weatherstripping and replace if needed to
save on energy costs and prevent water damage.

e Caulking — Check window caulking all around the home and re-caulk where needed.

With today’s busy schedules it’s always hard to find time for these types of chores but just one day each spring
can save you time, not to mention money, in the long run.

* Here’s a quick tip to help you save time during those heavy-duty cleanups inside your home. Place old
newspaper along the tops of your upper cabinets where dust, dirt, grease, other unspeakable things collect
over time. Every few months you can simply toss out the old, dirty newspapers and replace them with fresh
ones to keep the tops of your cabinets spotless with hardly any effort.

The Facts On Preliminary Notices

We often receive questions concerning phone calls or a notice

that customers have received in the mail regarding work that we CALIFORNIAFRELIM:’N:(\:RVZO DAY NOTICE

have been contracted to do. These are a part of the California T R G

20 day preliminary notice. It is a requirement that subcontractors —

and suppliers provide you with this notice in order to protect e . o s

themselves and you.

The California preliminary notice is not a lien on your property.
The purpose of this notice is to inform customers that a contractor s

who is currently or will be doing work on their property can file a

=10
consT.
CONTRACTOR LENDER

il

mechanic’s lien claim if they are not paid for the work. This form NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER

allows you to keep track of anyone that might have a potential | SEEEZEiee B om0
claim against your home or property. Customers may receive | fisssiia e

a call and/or notice before work begins, or up to 20 days after MWWWW
delivery of supplies or the beginning of the project. s e S e

DEADLINES TO RECORD A LIEN.

DECLARATION OF SERVICE
Clifornia Cvil Code $3097)

All reputable contractors will provide you with a signed waiver

once work is completed and your invoice is paid in full. This | e T
waiver will serve as your proof of having paid in full and as the | =

contractor’s release of any claims. Please feel free to contact our | |
office at 714-558-1094 if you have any questions regarding the
California preliminary notice.




n the wake of area wildfires from years past, homeowners are becoming more and more concerned about the safety of their home in the face of
I these disasters. If you're considering a home remodel, now is the perfect time to look at the overall construction of your home and find places
where fire-resistant materials can help you prepare for the worst.

There are several upgrades that can be made to a home which can help to make it more fire-resistant from windows to landscaping. Here are a
few suggestions to consider:

Roofing — Any home’s most important defense is the roof. A Class
A roof made of steel, aluminum, concrete, clay or slate will help to
ward off the hot embers emitted from a nearby foliage fire.

Ceiling, Walls, and Floors — Fire-resistant gypsum wall board can
be used in walls, floors and ceilings to create a stronger and longer
lasting fire barrier.

Exteriors — Splurge on the stone, stucco, masonry and other
exterior alternatives instead of wood. Though more expensive,
they can provide up to a two-hour fire rating which could save your
home and, most importantly, your life.

Windows — We've all heard about the energy efficiency of dual-
glazed windows but many people don’'t think about the safety.
During past wildfires the exterior pane of many dual-glazed
windows cracked but their interior pane held. Dual or ftriple-
glazed windows with tempered glass and Low-E coating will add
fire-resistance to your home by keeping out the radiant energy
that can heat up indoor combustibles such as fabrics and wood
causing them to catch fire.

Doors — Just like roofing materials, doors are also fire rated. Metal
doors are always best with a longer fire rating but if wood doors
are a must-have, consider going with solid wood doors instead
of hollow core ones. Regardless of your choice you must ensure
that adequate weather stripping is installed on all exterior doors to
keep out hot gasses and tiny burning embers during a fire.

Decks — While providing the perfect family gathering spot to enjoy the gorgeous California
weather, decks are an easy fuel source for wildfires. Fire retardant wood should be used
to build the deck and then covered with a fire-resistant polyurethane coating. You can also
isolate the deck from the fuels and fire by building a noncombustible patio and wall below
it. The patio prevents combustible materials from getting below the deck. The wall helps
shield the deck from both the radiant and convective energy of the fire.

Venting — Vents should not be located in roof eaves or cornices or in the underside or on
exposed edges of decks. Required individual venting at gable ends and on roofs should be
covered with a 1 ¥4” mesh screen to keep out embers.

Landscaping — What grows around your home can also be your first line of defense against
wildfires. Many plants are simply fuel for a fire, however, there are those which can help
save your home. Plants that should go include pines, cypresses, junipers and eucalyptus.
Also get rid of shrubs near your home such as ornamental grasses, acacias, hopseed and
berry vines. Vegetation that retains water such as ice plant, California lilac, Carmel creeper,
ivy geranium and sedums are wonderful ground cover which can help to hold off a fire or
at least slow it down.

If you'd like to find out what you can do during your home improvement project to make your home safer during the wildfire season call us at 714-
558-1094 to schedule an in-home consultation with one of our highly trained and experienced staff.




Environmentally Friendly Before It Was “Cool”

any of the products made today to increase the safety of your

home can also increase energy efficiency. These environmentally

friendly items can include appliances, windows, doors, and

various other materials. At Burgin Construction we have never
felt this was a trend that we needed to capitilize on. For us, it has always been
an ongoing concern and something that we have worked to incorporate into
our business.

This was a large part of our decision when looking for a line of cabinetry to
provide to our clients. Throughout our research we found that DeWils Cabinetry
has also kept the environment at the forefront by using products from certified
sustainable forests and through their Waste Reduction Plan.

This plan, developed in the 1980°s, has helped to reduce air pollutants by
over 84% at their factory in Washington and scrap wood recycled by DeWils
was used as an energy source for another local company. Year in and year out
DeWils has exceeded the requirements for VOC and HAP emissions providing
an environmentally friendly and healthy climate for both employees and the
community. Last year DeWils factories replaced all of their lighting with
energy saving, high efficiency fluorescent lighting. Additionally hardwood and sawdust waste are recycled for use as local livestock bedding.

DeWils’ products are also no exception to their outstanding environmental policies. Their standard plywood cabinet construction has consistently provided
healthier, stronger, and longer lasting cabinetry. They were the first cabinet manufacturer from the United States to pass the rigid Japan Building Standard
Law’s Formaldehyde emissions testing with all DeWils’ products receiving the institute’s hightest rating. The F-4 star rating was awarded to DeWils by
The Building Center of Japan in 2003.

DeWils uses Forest Stewardship Council and Sustainable Forestry Institute certified suppliers and products throughout all three high quality, custom
cabinetry series. These products include Pure-Bond formaldehyde-free hardwood plywood veneer, low formaldehyde plywood cabinet box materials,
Brookside Engineered wood veneers manufactures from material obtained from sustainable forests, and hardwood lumber from an SFI certified supplier
and forests in North America. DeWils has sourced their hardwood lumber from this one supplier for more than 30 years and uses SFI certified carton
packaging and other recycled packaging material for all three of their product lines.

Even the hardware used by DeWils Cabinetry adheres to environmental guidelines and strives for environmental protection. Blum Hardware is an
ISO 14001 Certified Environmental System Company that puts great effort into environmental protection and resource management. According to
the company’s website, Blum’s principle of their environmental policy is:
“We believe that responsible ecological behaviour has long-term economic
benefits. That'’s why we are implementing environmental protection measures
in as many areas that our business affects as possible.”” (Blum press release,
2005). They were one of the first companies in the industry to earn an ISO
9100 certification and have received numerous awards for industrial design
in the United States and Europe. Blum recently became the world’s first
supplier to the cabinet and furniture industry to meet Europe’s Environmental
Management System criteria.

At Burgin Construction we don’t take the environment nor our customers’
health for granted. By choosing the products and materials with this in mind,
we have always offered “green” products and will continue to do so in the
future; adding new product lines which adhere to environmental protection
and safety as they become available and meet the high standards of quality
we strive to meet..

If you’d like more information on our products or services please give us a
call at 714-558-1094.
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elow are some questions that you should review and be prepared to discuss with your general contractor during

your consultation meeting. These will help you to focus your selections and help to not only create but also to
maintain your remodeling budget.

What’s the main reason I’m planning to invest in a remodel? Does my remodel represent an investment in
the home I plan to stay in for a while or am | just looking to spruce it up for resale?

How much do | want to spend on this remodel?
What are the most important features in my ideal home?

What are my favorite products and materials (countertop, cabinets, flooring, etc.) for my home and what
are their costs?

Does the cost of my remodel exceed my practical budget? What less expensive materials could I substitute
for pricier options if | need to lower my costs?

What time frame would I like to have my remodel completed in? Do | have time to wait for pricier custom
treatments or am | in a hurry?

Have I set aside some cash as a cushion for unexpected costs?

If it is a kitchen remodel how much do I want to budget for the cabinets, which typically account for half
the budget for a new kitchen?

Do I plan to supply any of the materials or do any of the work myself? What portions of the project does
the contractor allow clients to do themselves and will it have any affect on the scheduling of my project?

10. Do I plan to work with a designer?
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